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Citizen Canine Companion Society 

 

Paws for Love  

Newsletter     Volume 4   December 2021 

Opening statement:  

This is the fourth newsletter for Citizen Canine Companion (CCC).  

For a brief history from inception to December 2020 and more about who we are, please read Volumes 

1, 2 and 3.  

Letter from the president: 

This newsletter comes to you again while the world continues to be in difficult times.  

With the recent floods in BC many have lost their homes, and their dogs and cats have needed shelter as 

well as them, and kind people and groups have stepped up to help.  

We are still living in the pandemic and many people have adopted what is often called a covid dog as 

many were working from home or found they were home more and have found the company of a dog 

to be so beneficial for them.  

It has now been seven and half months since my dog Smyth died, and I miss him every day.  

I have been fortunate to recently become a volunteer with BCSPCA and other groups.  I have fostered 

and or looked after dogs, and even a cat who I found to be wonderful company too. 

No one is ever alone if they have a dog or a cat or a bird or any creature sharing their home!  
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 This newsletter is mostly about adopting a pet.  

Are you looking for a new friend? 

How does one start? I am still so very sad and at times very lonely without my Smyth. Yet I did not want 
to make a quick decision and go and find a new friend. 

No dog can ever replace him, or will. He is now my 4th dog, and this time it seems to be much more 
difficult to recover from his loss. 

  

  

 

 

He was always there for me, as I was for him. 

In late October I fostered my first dog for two weeks then after that I went away for six weeks to visit 
family. When I came back I fostered a cat for a week, and he is now in his new home.   As I write this a 
visitor dog is watching me from the couch behind my desk. 

Being a volunteer and a foster is important for dog rescue groups, as well as very rewarding, and also a 
good way to help cope with the loss of a pet.  

Will I ever have another dog? Or maybe a cat!! Well I could not even think about it until recently. 

Yes, where do you start? 

Many years ago when I knew what I wanted, I just looked for a breeder of that breed. I wanted a 
Dalmatian. And I was very lucky, I found one, and was able to choose my first puppy Cleopatra (Cleo). 
She was my first dog in my adult years. (I had an Irish setter puppy for maybe a month or so when I was 
a child.) 
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Then my next dog, again I knew what I wanted, I had seen one. And so I looked, and yes, so long ago it 
was that the best source was a newspaper. I found an ad from someone looking to re-home a 3 year old 
whippet. I went to meet him, and met also a puppy at the same time. I adopted the whippet Pharley and 
then two years later, the same person was looking for a home for the then puppy, and Dijon came to 
join us.  Smyth, my third whippet, came to me because I was known with whippet people then. I 
adopted him when he was 2.5. 

Now, adopting a dog is a different story. 

Since coming back from my family visit trip I have spent some time every day looking at various web 
sites. There are so many, yet what are they. Are they all good places to go? I have found they are not. 

In a way I feel like I am looking at a bunch of dating sites, not knowing if any of them are good, and also 
not feeling good about looking. It should not be so hard. I feel like I am a person still mourning the loss 
of their partner and shopping for a new one, on a dating web site. 

Yes, I know it is not the same, and the world is not the same as it was when I was 42 and looking for my 
first dog. 

www.Petfinder.com seems to be a good source as the BCSPCA and many of the dog rescue groups list 
there. As I live in New Westminster I have taken a look at places close to me first. Then I did a random 
search and saw an absolutely adorable looking puppy. Yet I was not looking for a puppy. I had to contact 
them, and find her sad story. She has since been adopted. The rescue group became aware of another 
puppy the same breed and they called me about him. I could not stop thinking about him, yet did not 
want to let him down. He had been let down several times by potential adopters who did not realize the 
commitment he took. I knew I was reacting to the cute faces of both of these puppies, yet also knew 
they needed someone very aware of the challenges of the breed of dog. It is easy to become interested 
in a dog for its looks, yet research into the breed or mix of breeds is always best before making a 
commitment to a dog. Many dogs are happy with a good walk every day for their exercise. Others need 
an activity, such as agility, or scent work, or a job to do.   Since then I hope both puppies have been 
adopted. 

I don’t really even know what kind of dog I want or if I do want a new dog. Yet most days I think that I do 
not want to be without a new dog friend to share my life with. As the mission of CCC is to promote the 
importance of dogs in society, and to our well being, I know that my life can be enriched with a new 
friend. Perhaps it is a mix breed, or one of my favourite breeds, short hair, mid size, between 3 and 10 
years old, or a big fluffy dog that just oozes love. Will it be black, black and white, fawn, tan, grey, or a 
mix of colours, or even English Cream? It will need a home, and I will need a new friend at the same 
time.   Or maybe it could be many friends if I continue to foster and care for other people’s dogs.  

I think it should just be, meant to be, somehow. He or she will show up somewhere and I will be in the 
right place at the right time. The size, colour, age or type will not be important when it is right. 

I have been single a lot of my life. I have often thought, ok not too often but sometimes I think, if I were 
meant to meet another man to break my “singledom”, he would just appear one day, as it would be 
meant to be, and I think the same might be for a dog I want to share my life with. I think the likelihood 
of the live in man is next to none, yet perhaps one day a dog will walk into my life again. 

http://www.petfinder.com/
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Handicapped Pets: Because of Smyth I learned about Handicapped Pets. I bought him a wheel cart. 
Since he passed away his cart is now with another dog that suddenly lost control of his back legs. I was 
so happy to see how it helped this lovely big boy. 
You can read more about this wonderful organization at  https://handicappedpetscanada.com/ 
 

About Citizen Canine Companion (CCC): Our focus is to improve the acceptance of dogs in our society, 

and to help more people become aware of their importance in our lives and our well being.  Our dog is 

our “Citizen Canine Companion.” Citizen Canine Companion - For the love of the dog. I am the founder 

Margaret Halsey and President.  It became a Registered Not for Profit society in British Columbia on 

February 28 2017. 

Accomplishments and Projects include:  It has been another very quiet six months for CCC with no new 
books or fences, yet I remind myself again of the overall mission of CCC, and I know that we continue to 
pursue that. I continued to walk every day even now without Smyth and now with visitor dogs. Other 
dogs and people do the same thing and we are all helping as we make people smile when they see us. 

Who we are: At the moment we continue as a one person organization. Margaret Halsey wears many 
hats. Margaret is also the artist for the fence, and our logo, and the producer writer for the books, and 
our newsletter. 

New fences?    If you have a dog or cat you would like painted on the next fence please send the 
pictures by email even if you have contacted us before please contact again.  It seems to be very difficult 
to find a fence. I think we are living in unsettled times and making a commitment to have dogs on ones 
fence is not a priority for many. For this reason I am working on a proposal to send to the city. It is for a 
fence of dog (and some cat) faces. I hope to have that in by January 2022 and hear a reply by the spring. 
If you are interested in having your pet involved please contact me.  

All the dogs and cats on the fences: I know that many of you have wanted your dog or cat painted on 
the fence in memory of, and many others have their companions sharing their life and wanted them on 
the fence. I still do not know how many of the dogs and cats on the fence now are dog and cat angels.  
Yet all the dogs and cats on the fence are there for us for as long as the fences are, and I hope that will 
be for many many more years.   

I walk by the fences as often as I can and it brightens my mood to see them all and of course in 
particular the paintings of Smyth. Yes he was lucky. He had many faces on the fences. 

Smyth was and continues to be my inspiration and also the face of Citizen Canine Companion.   

 

https://handicappedpetscanada.com/
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I hope that all of you still continue to enjoy your dog and cat portraits as you walk by. I hope also that 
you tell others about them too. 

Masks/bandanas, books: We still have a few really nice face masks. Selling them at cost ($17.)  We also 
have some Cherry Lane books at $30.and a few Dogs of 6th and Devoy at $20.  
  

Portrait of your pet: On paper or canvas in pastel, acrylic
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With every portrait a donation will be made to the dog or cat organization of your choice.   

 

A book in your pet’s memory: Putting the book together for Smyth after his death, was difficult to do, 

yet at the same time very helpful for me. I went through all the many pictures on my computer and 

made a file of favourites. Each picture told a story and the book became a lovely keepsake for me, and 

some of Smyth’s special friends.  If you would like this for your pet when the time comes, contact me 

and I can tell you how I did it, help you, or do it for you.  

Charity supported- BC and Alberta Guide Dogs and Dogs for Autism     Check out their web site at    

www.bcandalbertaguidedogs.com    Read more, and see how to get involved.  
https://bcandalbertaguidedogs.com/    https://bcandalbertaguidedogs.com/dogblog/ 

“Fur faces on fence projects raise money for the BC and Alberta Guide Dogs and Dogs for Autism.” MH 
 

Writer and Editor – Margaret Halsey      

 

http://www.bcandalbertaguidedogs.com/
https://bcandalbertaguidedogs.com/
https://bcandalbertaguidedogs.com/dogblog/

